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WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT
HOMOSEXUALITY

By Dr. Richard Lee

Editor’s note:

The following article appeared in The Baptist Examiner in
1993. After reading it and considering where we are in re-
gards to it 30 years later, can we say its warnings were heed-

ed?
I want to raise the question,
"What does God think about
homosexuality?” There may
be some reading this today
who may be in the chains of
homosexuality. I have the
best news for you that you
could ever hear. Jesus Christ
can set you free! So, we are
going to understand how God
feels about it, but we are also
going to understand how a
person who is gripped by it
can be set free.

Homosexuality Is a Sin

Let's think first about
God's case against homosexu-
ality. What does God say in
His Word about it? There is no
ambiguity about it: there is no
cloudiness, it is very clear.
First of all, God says homo-
sexuality is a sin. In Genesis
19, we see the story of Sodom
and Gomorrah, twin cities that
were involved in homosexuali-
ty. Those cities were commit-

ting many sins, but among
those, the predominant sin
was of homosexuality. Re-
member when the angels
came to visit Lot? The men
gathered at Lot's door, and
they said, "Send us out those
men that we may know
them." In a terrible compro-
mise, Lot said, "No! You can-
not have them, take my
daughters!" They said, "No,
we don't want your daugh-
ters; we want those men!"
When God had enough of
that, the Bible says that God
rained down fire and brim-
stone from heaven to destroy
Sodom and Gomorrah, be-
cause of the sin of homosexu-
ality, as well as their other
sins.

The Book of Leviticus
(Lev.18:22), says this: "Thou
shalt not lie with mankind, as
with womankind: it is abomi-
nation.”

(continued page 2)
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Another transla-
tion says it this
way, "You shall not
lie with a male, like
a female; it is an
abomination."
Scripture goes on

Richard Lee
in that chapter to talk about
sex with animals and talking
about the perversions that the
children of Israel should not

involve themselves in. You
may say, "But that is the Old
Testament!" Yes, and I could
talk about a lot more in the
Old Testament! You say,
"What about the New Testa-
ment? What about Jesus?
What about the apostles?" Lis-
ten to what Jesus said in Mat-
thew 5:17, "Think not that I
am come to destroy the law,
or the prophets: I am not
come destroy, but to fulfil."
He did not reject the moral
law of God. In fact, He prom-
ised every jot and title of the
law will one day be fulfilled
(Matt. 5:18).

Paul, as he talked about the
law, wrote to young Timothy
(1Tim.1:9), and said, "Know-
ing this, that the law is not
made for a righteous man, but
for the lawless and disobedi-
ent, for the ungodly and for
the sinners, for unholy and
profane, for murderers of fa-
thers and murderers of moth-
ers, for manslayers, for
whoremongers, for them that
defile themselves with man-
kind, for menstealers, for li-
ars, for perjured persons, and
if there be any other thing
that is contrary to sound doc-
trine:"

Paul wrote to the church at
Rome in Romans 1 and talked
about the wrath of God. He
says, "The wrath of God is go-
ing to be poured out against

women who lust after women,
and men who lust after men."
What did he say the results of
the wrath of God were going
to be? Notice verse 27. "They
(the homosexuals) received in
themselves due penalty for
their perversions."

Homosexuality Is
An Abomination

Secondly, God says that
homosexuality is an abomina-
tion. In Ezek. 16:50, He talks
about Sodom and Gomorrah,
and why He destroyed those
cities. He said, "They . . com-
mitted abomination before
me: therefore I took them
away as I saw good".

In Leviticus 18:22 He said,
“Thou shalt not lie with man-
kind, as with womankind: it is
abomination.” Now, what does
that word "abomination" mean
in Hebrew? It means: "The
object of Divine abhorrence:"
to abhor means that vyou
loathe something, God loathes
homosexuality; it makes Him
sick! If you are an astute
American, an adult American,
and you understand the per-
verted acts that are involved
in homosexuality, it will loathe
you as well. God abhors it: it
is an abomination to Him!

The third thing that the
Bible tells us is this: There is
not going to be a homosexual
allowed into heaven. Where
do we see that? I Cor. 6:9-10
says, “...neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind. Nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God." He gives a
list of those who are not going
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to inherit the kingdom of God,
who are not going to heaven,
and among those are the ef-
feminate, or homosexuals. So,
homosexuals are kept out of
heaven.

What is homosexuality?

It is a sin, sin of the rank-
est sort. It is also an abomina-
tion in the eyes of God, and in
the eyes of God's people.
Thirdly, it is a sin that, in its
ultimate, will keep the homo-
sexual out of heaven. So, we
know God's case against it; it
is clear, and it is plain.

What is the real cause
of homosexuality?

Why is a person homosex-
ual? Before we talk about
that, though, let's talk about
what homosexuality is not.
First, it is not a biological phe-
nomenon! People are not born
gay! We see that being propa-
gated upon us by the media
today; the homosexual com-
munity is pushing that on us,
saying, "Well, any enlightened
mind would understand that
men are born gay, because of
scientific studies that have
proven that!" I want to share
with you in just a moment

those "scientific studies." Why {

do they want us to believe
that? Think about it. First, if
our society accepts the erro-
neous fact that homosexuals
are born gay, they immediate-
ly receive minority status, be-
cause they would be a minori-
ty in our society. So, all of the
rights and privileges that we
granted minorities in our na-
tion would go immediately to
the homosexuals.

Secondly, churches and

pastors could not stand and
preach against an activity that
God had created someone to
commit. Therefore, no pastor
could say, "It is a crime
against God, just like all other
sin." Nobody could say, "It is a
perversion," because God
would have created an individ-
ual that way.

The third thing is this:
they could tell your little chil-
dren, as they taught them in
school: "Listen, don't vyou
know that you just have this
inborn trait within you that
you need to just release, and
be free for self-expression
in your sexual orientation in
which you were born."

Fourth, in their minds,
they would tell those who are
already ensnared, "You can't
get out of it. There is no hope
for you. The Christian faith,
the cross of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the blood of Jesus
Christ can't help you because
you were born to be that
way." Not true!

Where do they
base this great
"scientific data?"
Let me share it
with you. A neuro-
scientist by the
name of Simon
Levay, of the Salk
. Institute in Cali-
Simon Levay fornja, performed
a study in which he took 41
cadavers, men who were dead,
and studied their brains. Nine-
teen of those cadavers were of
homosexuals, 22 were not ho-
mosexual, As he was explor-
ing in his scientific research
into their brain, he came
across the hypothalamus, a
part in the lower portion of
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our brain. It is about the size freshmen  biology
of a snowflake, scientists tell students know
us, and he said that his find- enough to sink
ings indicate the size of the that study!”

It also came

hypothalamus is much smaller
in the brain of the homosexual
man than it is in the brain of
the man who is not homosex-
ual. This led Levay to conclude
the homosexual man was born
to be gay. So, as a result,
everyone went wild!

"We have found out the
reason why!" Therefore, the
media started jamming it
down our throats, and the ho-
mosexual community said,
"Oh, yes! We are what we are,
and the way we are, not by
choice, but because we're
born to be the way. There is
true genetic difference, there-
fore, we are biologically made
that way!" Wrong!

Let's examine so-called
"scientific" evidence, with
thinking minds, this study of
Mr. Simon Levay. First of all,
look what Newsweek maga-
zine says about his study:
"Measuring the brain struc-
tures is notoriously and enor-
mously difficult, and contro-
versial. Even neuroscientists
cannot agree on whether the
meaningful gauge is the vol-
ume of the region, or the
number of neurons in it." A
psychiatrist at the Columbia
School of Medicine, William
Burns, said this concerning
that study. "If you look at any
one piece of the "born gay"
evidence, it is inconclusive; it
is like trying to add up 100
zeros, in order to get to 1!"

Ann Sterling, an eminent bi-
ologist at Brown University
said, concerning that work,
"That study is so weak, that my

out in this News-
week article that
Mr. Levay admit-
ted, "I'm a homo-
sexual. My male
lover recently died of AIDS,
and I have made the determi-
nation to find an inborn cause
for homosexuality." Newsweek
went on to say that "His quest
was so important, that he was
willing to give up his scientific
career if he did not find it". (It
is) guesswork of best.

Do you know what gets all
over me? May I tell you?
When they come to the Ameri-
can public, and say, "You
dummies! We are going to
take this shred of evidence,
and we are going to cram it
down your throats, and we are
going to accept it, and you are
going to accept it as truth!"
No. We are not! Why? Be-
cause we are simply not that
dumb! We are not as dumb as
they think we are! Now, if you
want to bring some empirical
evidence, that has been prov-
en over a series of scientific
studies of many years, we will
consider it. But they don't
have it, and they won't have
it. Why? Because homosexual-
ity is a choice, just like any
other sin! It is a choice that
someone makes and, listen to
the good news—because it is a
choice that someone makes, it
is also a choice that someone
can choose to get out of.

Now, let's look at the con-
sequences of homosexuali-
ty. We live in world of cause

Ann Sterling,
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and effect. The Bible says this,
"The wages of sin is death..."
There are wages. You choose
to involve yourself in homo-
sexuality, and there are going
to be wages that are going to
be paid; there are things that
are going to happen in your
life. The first consequence is
debased lifestyle. See, God
created you to love, and be
loved. There is nothing wrong
with sexual urge that God put
within you; it is beautiful, it is
wonderful. It is to be used in
the confines of a marital rela-
tionship, one man with one
woman, and one woman with
one man, God designed it that
way; that is His eternal de-
sign. But what homosexuality
does, is that it debases the
whole thing, and robs you of
the joy of knowing what a het-
erosexual relationship, as God
intended it, is all about. You
are robbed! You may say,
"Well, I know some homosex-
uals that are so happy togeth-
er, they smile all the time,
they kiss one another, and
they hold hands, they seem-
ingly have this joy in their
lives." Well, let me tell you
what Psychology Today said:
"The average male homosexu-
al has at least 500 partners in
his lifetime." Friend, there is
nothing happy about that!
There is no joy in that. That is
a debased lifestyle.

Secondly, it leads to a dis-
eased body. In the book,
The Homosexual Network, they
estimate that as many as 50%
of homosexuals now have ve-
nereal disease, and we know
that many of the diseases that
they have, of course, one of
which is AIDS, is very fatal. It

also leads to a dangerous atti-
tude. What is that attitude? (It
is) an attitude of anger, and
hatred. Have you ever noticed
how incensed they are, or how
angry they are? I've tried to
talk to them. I've had them
curse at me, spit at me, and
even throw things at me. It is
this vehement attitude of an-
ger the boils up within them.
The Bible says that it is a
hateful abomination, in the
Old Testament. Why is it
called that? Because it is asso-
ciated with hatred, there is
just something in the heart of
many homosexuals, that make
them hate society. In the
book, True Sexuality, over the
past 17 years in mass mur-
ders that dealt with sex in our
United States, 518 people
have been killed; out of those
518 people, 68% dealt with
homosexuality. Why? It is an
angry spirit. It is a dangerous
attitude.

The last consequence is
this: a demanding spirit. "You
are going to have it our way,
or you are not going to have it
any way at all! We are just
going to do it, like we want it."
That is exactly their attitude.
Because of this demanding
(of) "You are going to do it our
way, you are going to accept
us, or if you don't reach out
and embrace us, you are
wrong and we are right." Atti-
tude or spirit has caused poli-
ticians to sort of bow down
and say, "Whatever you say."
And our weakened theologi-
ans, who belong to dying de-
nominations and dying
churches, as a result of having
nothing else to preach, and
nothing else to stand for hang
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on to that attitude, and say,
"Maybe we can survive, may-
be we can twist the Scrip-
tures, we can be liberal in in
our view, and deny the true
meaning and the basis of the
Scriptures, maybe they will
accept us," They are cowing
down to the homosexuals. Let
me give you an example: USA
Today, just prior to election
last November, indicated that
92% of the homosexual vote
would be for Bill Clinton. They
had given him, at that time,
$3 million for his campaign.
You remember Ted Kennedy?
Barney Frank? You know who
those men are? They co-
authored a bill; in the Senate,
it is Senate Bill #574, in the
House, it is House Bill #1430,
and they are right now before
the U.S. Senate and U.S.
House of Representatives Do
you know what the bill states?
It states basically four major
things: (1) It gives sodomy
legal protection throughout
the entire United States. (2)
It will make teachers teach in
our public schools that homo-
sexuality is the norm in our
society. (3) It will grant homo-
sexuals the right to adopt
children. (4) It could force
churches to hire gays and les-
bians. In the church! Now that
shouldn't surprise us, with Ted
Kennedy, should it? That is
right down his alley. But what
is the attitude of the homo-
sexuals? Let me tell you. Mi-
chael Swift, a leading activist
and speaker for homosexuali-
ty, says this, "All laws banning
homosexual activity will one
day be revoked, all churches
who condemn us will be

closed; our only "gods" are
the gods of handsome young
men." Nine hundred and twen-
ty-nine homosexual men were
interviewed, and the question
was, "Have you ever had sex
with boys age 15 or under?"
240 of them said that they
had! Do you understand what
I am saying? The ultimate
consequences are Sodom and
Gomorrah, the judgment of
God upon our people, and our
nation!

But I want to share with
you the best news that I can
share with you today; the cure
for homosexuality is the cure
for any sin. You know, when
Paul talked about those who
would not enter heaven in I
Corinthians 6, he concluded
his statement by saying this,
"And such were some of
you..." He is saying, "Yes,
some of you were idolaters.
some of you were homosexu-
als, some of you were these
various things, some of you
were like that; but now you
are washed, you are sancti-
fied, you are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and
by the Spirit of God!" That is
the good news! You can be
washed! You can be sancti-
fied; that means placed in the
family of God in purity! You
can be justified by the power
of the Holy Spirit of God!

You say, "Pastor, I'm a ho-
mosexual. Do I have rights?"
Yes, you do! Let me tell you
what rights you have: you
have the same rights that any
-body else has. You have the
right to come to the cross of
Jesus Christ. You have the
right to confess that sin to
God. You have the right to
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repent of that sin. You have
the right to be forgiven, and
you have the right for that sin,
after it is under the blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ, to be
washed away and forgotten
forevermore! And you have
the right for a loving God to

reach out to you with arms of
love, and show you what love
is really all about, and accept
you into the family of God!
(copied from Target, May
1993 issue)

From The Baptist Examiner
Aug. 14, 1993

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed away: behold, all things
are become new.—2 Cor. 5:17

BAPTIST PERPETUITY

BY C. H. Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

e believe that the Bap-

tists are the original
Christians. We did not com-
mence our existence at the
reformation, we were reform-
ers before Luther or Calvin
were born; we never came
from the Church of Rome, for
we were never in it, but we
have an unbroken line up to
the apostles themselves. We
have always existed from the
very days of Christ, and our
principles, sometimes veiled
and forgotten, like a river
which may travel underground
for a little season, have al-
ways had honest and holy ad-
herents. Persecuted alike by
Romanists and Protestants of
almost every sect, yet there
has never existed a Govern-
ment holding Baptist princi-
ples which persecuted others;
nor I believe any body of Bap-
tists ever held it to be right to
put the consciences of others
under the control of man. We

have ever been %

ready to suffer, as

our martyrologies will prove,
but we are not ready to accept
any help from the State, to
prostitute the purity of the
Bride of Christ to any alliance
with the government, and we
will never make the Church,
although the Queen, the des-
pot over the consciences of

men". (From The New Park
Street Pulpit, Vol.VII, Page
225).

"History has hitherto been
written by our enemies, who
never would have kept a sin-
gle fact about us upon the
record if they could have
helped it, and yet it leaks out
every now and then that cer-
tain poor people called Ana-
baptists were brought up for
condemnation. From the days
of Henry II to those of Eliza-
beth we hear of certain un-
happy heretics who were hat-
ed of all men for the truth's
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sake which was in them. We
read of poor men and women,
with their garments cut short,
turned out into the fields to
perish in the cold, and anon of
others who were burnt at
Newington for the crime of
Anabaptism. Long before your
Protestants were known of,
these horrible Anabaptists, as
they were unjustly called,
were protesting for the 'one
Lord, one faith, and one bap-
tism.' No sooner did the visi-
ble (false) church begin to
depart from the gospel than
these men arose to keep fast
by the good old way. The
priests and monks wished for
peace and slumber, but there
was always a Baptist or a Lol-
lard tickling men's ears with
holy Scriptures, and calling
their attention to the errors of
the times. They were a poor
persecuted tribe. The halter
was thought to be too good
for them. At times ill-written
history would have us think
that they died out, so well had
the wolf done his work on the
sheep. Yet here we are,
blessed and multiplied; and
Newington sees other scenes
from Sabbath to Sabbath.

As I think of your numbers
and efforts, I can only say in
wonder - what a growth! As I
think of the multitudes of our
brethren in America, I may
well say, What hath God
wrought! Our history forbids
discouragement."

(From the Metropolitan Taber-
nacle Pulpit, 1881, Vol. 27, page
249.)
The Reformed Reader
Home Page

FURTHER COMMENTS
ON
BAPTIST PERPETUITY

Sir Isaac Newton:

The Baptists are the only
known body of Christians that
has not symbolized with the
Church of Rome.—The First
Church, J. T. Mann

Mosheim (Lutheran):

Before the rise of Luther
and Calvin, there lay secreted
in almost all the countries of
Europe persons who adhered
tenaciously to the principles of
modern Dutch Baptists.—The
Baptist Spirit, Isaac J. Van Ness,
William D. Nowlin

Cardinal Hosius (Catholic,
1524), President of the Coun-
cil of Trent: “Were it not that
the Baptists have been griev-
ously tormented and cut off
with the knife during the past
twelve hundred vyears, they
would swarm in greater num-
ber than all the Reformers.”—
Hosius, Letters, Apud Opera, p.
112, 113.

The “twelve hundred years”
were the years preceding the
Reformation in which Rome
persecuted Baptists with the
most cruel persecution think-
able.

Edinburg Cyclopedia (Presby-
terian):

"It must have already oc-
curred to our readers that the
Baptists are the same sect of
Christians that were formerly
described as Ana-Baptists. In-
deed this seems to have been
their leading principle from
the time of Tertullian to the
present time.” — The Trail of
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Blood, J. M. Carroll

John Clark Ridpath (Methodist):

"I should not readily admit
that there was a Baptist
Church as far back as A. D.
100, though without doubt
there were Baptists then, as
all Christians were then Bap-
tists.”—Cole C.D. Definitions of
Doctrine, Volume III, The New
Testament Church.

Professor Wm. C. Duncan, of
the Department of Greek and
Latin, University of Louisiana:
“Baptists do not, as most
Protestant denominations,
date their origin from the
Reformation of 1520. By
means of that great move-
ment they were brought out of
comparative obscurity into
prominent notice. They did
not, however, originate with
the Reformation; for long be-
fore Luther lived; yea, long
before the Catholic Church
itself was known, Baptist and
Baptist churches flourished in
Europe, Asia and Africa.”—
Moser, M. L. Jr. Baptist Handbook
for  Church Members (Re-
vised), Little Rock, Arkansas:
Challenge Press, 1983, p. 46.

Zwingli, the Swiss reformer,
contemporary with Luther and
Calvin (1525):

“The institution of Anabap-
tism is no novelty but for thir-
teen hundred vyears has
caused great disturbances in
the church and has acquired
such a strength that the at-
tempt in this age to contend
with it appeared futile for a
while.”—Dayton, Amos Cooper.
Pedobaptist and Campbellite Im-
mersions. Southwestern Publish-

ing House, 1858, p. 150. (By the
“church” Zwingli means the Ro-
man Catholic church.)

Robert Barclay (Quaker):

“We shall afterwards show
the rise of the Anabaptists
took place prior to the Refor-
mation of the Church of Eng-
land, and there are also rea-
sons for believing that on the
Continent of Europe small hid-
den Christian societies, who
have held many of the opin-
ions of the Anabaptists, have
existed from the times of the
apostles.”—Christian, John T.
History of the Baptists together
with Some Account of Their Prin-
ciples and Practices. Nashville,
TN: Baptist Sunday School Com-
mittee of the American Baptist
Association, 1922

William C. King:

“Of the Baptists it may be
said that they are not Reform-
ers. These people, comprising
bodies of Christian believers,
known under various names in
different countries, are entire-
ly independent of and distinct
from the Greek and Roman
churches, and have an unbro-
ken continuity from apostolic
days down through the centu-
ries. Throughout this long pe-
riod they were bitterly perse-
cuted for heresy, driven from
country to country, disfran-
chised, deprived of their prop-
erty, imprisoned, tortured and
slain by the thousands; vyet
they swerved not from the
New Testament faith, doctrine
and practice.”—King, William C.

Crossing the Centuries. Spring-
field, MA: Editorial Associates,
1912. Q
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he Grace Baptist church in

Gladwin Michigan is a little
bit different than other
churches in this town. There
are a lot of good churches
throughout the world that go
by the name Grace Baptist
Church but we are different
than a lot of those churches in
that we believe in the Sover-
eign Grace of God in the sal-
vation of lost sinners. We be-
lieve that salvation is in God
or in Christ alone; that man
has nothing to offer God, man
has nothing to appease God
and salvation is through the
work of our Sovereign God
with no help from man. I sit
here today before you as a
recipient of the grace of God
in saving my soul. I did abso-
lutely nothing. I did not de-
serve it. The only thing I did
was sin and be a sinner that
was in need of the saving
grace of God.

You know, the Bible tells us
in Romans 11:6, “And if by
grace, then is it no more of
works: otherwise grace is no
more grace. But if it be of
works, then is it no more
grace . . .” The Bible teaches
us that salvation is by the
grace of God.

In Ephesians 2:8-9 the Bi-
ble says, “For by grace.”
Grace, oh what a wonderful
word!

The Doctrines of Grace

Pastor Sam Wilson
Grace Baptist Church
Gladwin, Michigan

"Amazing grace
how sweet the sound
That is saved a wretch like me
I once was lost,
but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see.”

That marvelous grace of
God that takes the blinded
eyes of sinners and gives
them light, that takes the
hunger and thirst and quench-
es it. Itis all by grace, not by
the works of man. Romans
9:16 says, “So it is not of him
that willeth.” That is, it is not
of the free-will of man that is
preached and propagated all
over the world. I will explain
more of that in a little bit. But
people think, Well yes, I have
to do this, and I have to do
that, but the only thing you
can do is be a recipient of
God’s grace. “So then it is not
of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God that
sheweth mercy.” It is not of
the free-will of man, it is not
by man performing good
works. Salvation rather, is by
the mercy of God. “For by
grace are ye saved through
faith, that not of yourselves.”
That faith is not of yourself, it
is “the gift of God.” Every hu-
man being that has ever be-
lieved and trusted in the Lord
Jesus Christ does so because
God gave them faith. “Not of
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works lest any man should
boast.” The only thing I have
to boast of is that Jesus Christ
loved me when I was unlova-
ble and saved me by His
grace.

If Arminianism is true, i.e.,
if salvation resides in the free-
will of man, then it is not God
that is glorified, but it is man
that is glorified. But the truth
of salvation by grace alone
magnifies and exalts the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Bible tells
us in John 1:13, “Which were
born” and that is what salva-
tion is. Salvation is being born
again. I Remember when our
former president Bill Clinton
made the statement that he
was a Christian, but he was
not a “born again” Christian.
My friends no such animal ex-
ists. You are either a born
again Christian or you are not
a Christian at all. Jesus said,
“Ye must be born again.” Not
that that was a possible way
of salvation, but that ye
must. In order to go to heav-
en, in order to receive the
Lord Jesus Christ, "ye must be
born again.” As I had nothing
to do with my first birth, even
so I had nothing to do with my
new birth. I have always loved
the saying that I had read,
“that I have been born twice.”
And that applies to me. Sam
Wilson has been born twice.
One birth I cannot remember,
the other I cannot forget. 1
cannot remember my natural
birth, but I cannot forget be-
ing born again by the power of
the Spirit of God, and I hope
you are in the same condition.
I hope that you can rejoice
with me tonight in that there
came a time in your life that

the Spirit of God brought con-
viction upon you and saved
your soul from hell. “Which
were born not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the

will of man, but of God.” Only
salvation by grace and grace
alone gives all the glory to
God.

Now I don't have time to
elaborate on what I am going
to talk about tonight. I'm go-
ing to mention all five of these
Doctrines of Grace which are
known as the TULIP doctrines,
and what a sweet smelling
flower it is. Now many people
hate these doctrines. 1 re-
member years ago at one of
our Bible conferences my Dad
preached a sermon on Don't
Trample On My Tulips. That is,
Dont trample on my tulips
because if you do you are
trampling on the teachings of
the Word of God. It is im-
portant that every born again
child of God seeks to know the
truth, and in particular, needs
to know the truth about how
God saved your soul.

Now I don't like to be re-
ferred to as a Calvinist, I don't
agree with John Calvin on so
many things. 1 like to be re-
ferred to as a believer in the
sovereign grace of God in the
salvation of lost sinners. Ar-
minianism, by comparison is
full of so many inconsisten-
cies, and yet in the Doctrines
of God’'s sovereign grace
(TULIP) one doctrine proves
the other, they stand togeth-
er, they all agree one with the
other. Well, let’s begin look-
ing at these doctrinal truths of
TULIP.
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\\TII

First of all, the “T"” stands
for the doctrine of Total De-
pravity. In our world today
nearly everyone talks about
self-esteem and wants to be-
lieve that they are good and
tell other people that they are
good, but that belief is contra-
ry to Scripture. The Bible says
that there is none good, no
not one! So you can either
believe the world, believe the
humanist’'s of our world and
the secular educationists of
our world, who say that there
is good in all men, or you can
believe the Bible which says,
“There is none righteous, no
not one” (Rom. 3:10).

This world says that people
are seeking God. Not so, for
the Bible says, “There is none
that seeketh after God” (Rom.
3:11). The Bible says, “They
are all together become un-
profitable.” Read Romans
3:10-18 because it describes
in detail the entire human
race, it describes us and tells
us what we are. Now, as a
saved man I am still a sinner,
but I thank God through the
grace of God that I am not the
sinner that I used to be and I
will one day be delivered from
the very presence of sin.

Sinners, the Bible says we
are dead spiritually. Paul said
in Ephesians, “And you hath
he QUICKENED.” What does
that mean preacher? What
does the word quicken mean?
It means “made alive” “who
were dead in trespasses
and sins.” Now what can a
dead man do? Just tell me.
Are you going to say that the
Spirit of God used a bad anal-
ogy when He refers to lost sin-

ners as dead? 1 don't think
so, He is a wise God. Tell me
what a dead sinner can do.
Can a dead sinner repent?
Can he believe? Can he say a
prayer? Can he be baptized?
Can he raise a hand? Can he
walk an aisle? Can he fall
down at a mourners bench?
Listen, I have preached a lot
of funerals. I took my three
year old granddaughter years
ago (she is 16 now) to a fu-
neral home after a church ser-
vice and she saw a gentleman
lying in a coffin, not moving or
breathing. She said, “Papa, is
he dead?” Now that three year
old girl understood “dead”
better than a lot of preachers
and believers in our day and
time. She understood that
dead men can do absolutely
nothing. They cannot and they
will not respond to the call of
men apart from the preaching
of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
So total depravity—if you will
understand that—if people will
start out by believing what the
Bible says about the condition
of lost sinners, that we are
dead in trespasses and sins,
they are on the right path to
believing in the sovereignty of
God in the salvation of lost
sinners. May God show you
that if you are lost and don't
know the Lord Jesus Christ. If
you are waiting for the day
that you will make a decision,
that you will decide, I urge
you may the Spirit of God
show you that you are a help-
less and hopeless sinner apart
from the workings of our God.

\\UI!
In spelling the word TULIP
we come to the “U” which is



The Landmark Baptist September/October 2023 13
the doctrine of Unconditional forces of hell and earth all
Election. The Bible says combined together cannot

“According as he hath chosen
us in him before the founda-
tion of the world, that we
should be holy and without
blame before him in love”
(Eph.1:4). God loved us, God
chose us! Ephesians 1:5 says,
“Having predestinated us unto
adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to
the good pleasure of his will.”
When preaching through
Ephesians, I told our church,
Notice how many times
throughout the book of Ephe-
sians there is a reference to
“in Christ”. Everything is “in
Christ,” and by the grace of
God I am chosen by God the
Father unto eternal salvation,
but He chose me based upon
the workings of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Now you keep that in
mind as we will look upon the
workings of the Lord Jesus
Christ in a few moments.

Now in order to get around
this truth of unconditional
election there are those who
say, “"God looked down in time
and saw who would believe
and He chose them.” Such
thoughts are foolishness. Who
is really doing the choosing?
Who is really doing the elect-
ing? You are making man the
elector, and making God to be
vain, i.e., God just wanted to
have a part. The Bible does
not say what He foreknew, but
rather says, “Whom (a per-
son) he foreknew he also did
predestinate to be conformed
to the image of his son.” Peo-
ple hate that word predestina-
tion, but I love it. I love it be-
cause I know that when our
God predestinates something
it will come about and all the

stop the predestinating pur-
poses of God. If God deter-
mines something—His hand is
stretched out and none can
turn it back. He “doeth all
things after the counsel of his
own will” (Eph. 1:1; James
1:18) and none can stop our
sovereign God. It is not who
He saw and decided to elect
them. He elected them and
then brought them to ever-

lasting salvation.

Now if they are dead (which
we established when we
looked at total depravity),

what was the condition upon
which God chose them? If
they are described in Romans
chapter 3, and if in the Word
of God, the Bible, does not
describe them as “the heart
being deceitful above all
things, yea, and desperately
or incurably wicked,” (Jer.
17:9) what does that mean?
What basis did God choose
them on?

The Bible says, “For the
children being not yet born,
neither having done any good
or evil, but that the purpose of
God according to election
might stand, not of works, but
of him that calleth.” Speaking
of Jacob any Esau: God loved
one and hated the other. God
chose one and rejected the
other. I urge you to read Ro-
mans chapter 9 and then
come back and try to explain
that God does not have an
elect people and an elect na-
tion.

People say, Well that is not
just for God to elect a people.
We say it is just for God to
elect a people as it is to elect
a nation. The fact is, God
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chose some to eternal salva-
tion and predestinated them
to be saved, while passing
others by, leaving them in
their sins right where they
wanted to be and they will die
and go to hell. That is uncon-
ditional election.

\\LI

Then we have that "L’ in
TULIP, which is the doctrine of
a Limited Atonement. Oh,
people hate this doctrine.
They hate the words of limited
atonement. They hate it when
we believe—and the Bible
teaches—that Jesus Christ did
not die for all men without ex-
ception, that His blood was
shed only for those the Father
gave Him; that He died for the
elect of God. Why do people
hate this doctrine?

Now for those who believe
in a universal atonement and
we who believe in a limited
atonement, the same number
of people are saved. Those
who believe in the universal
atonement: who do they think
are going be saved? It will be
those who were saved. I be-
lieve in a Limited Atonement.

Who do I think is going to
be saved? None but those who
believe. The difference in the-
se beliefs is in that a /imited
atonement believes in the
power of the blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ is sufficient to
save all of God’s elect people
and not to save all of man-
kind. The universalist denies
the efficacy, the sufficiency
and the ability of the blood of
the son of God to be sufficient
to save lost sinners. My
friends that is dangerous. It is
a dangerous thing to believe

that the blood of Jesus Christ
cannot do that for which it
was intended.

Why did Jesus die? Did He
not die to pay for sin? Did He
fail? Indeed He did die to pay
for sin.

Now please tell me why
there is a hell. If Jesus died
to pay for the sins of all of hu-
manity, every man woman
and child that has ever lived,
why is there a hell? Why do
people go to hell if their sins
are paid for? Such thought
creates an unjust God. The
justice of God demands that if
Jesus paid for all sins, that all
sins are forgiven and all go to
heaven.

Some might say "It is the
sin of unbelief.” Didn't we all
have unbelief at one time?
But wasn’t that sin paid for?
Surely we will agree that just
one sin is enough to condemn
one to hell; we would have to
agree on that. And so if we all
at one time suffered from the
sin of unbelief then we would
all die and go to hell.

The doctrine of a universal
atonement mocks the attrib-
utes of God. It denies the
power of God to save those
whom He desires to save.
Please do not insult me by
saying that “"God wanted to
save everybody, but He could-
n't.” I refrain from using the
words couldn’t and can’t when
it comes to our God. Our God
is sovereign and He is able to
do all things in accordance
with His will, “His arm is
stretched out and none can
turn it back.” Who can stay
the hand of God? None can
stop the hand of God. Now
some people don't like that.
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Well, that’s too bad. I am
sorry you don't like that.
Search the Scriptures, read
what the Bible says. You tell
me why there is a hell. You
tell me why there are some
people who never hear about
the Lord Jesus Christ. Explain
the sending and the non-
sending of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Explain why Jesus
said, “I lay down my life for
the sheep,” and yet the Bible
talks about goats also. Jesus
never died for a goat. And
explain why Jesus said, “I lay
down my life for my friends” and
“‘greater love hath no man
than this.” And yet the Bible
says, “henceforth expecting
till his enemies be made his
footstool” (Heb10:13). Explain
why Jesus talks about those
“that the Father giveth me.”

A universal atonement is an
insult to the wisdom of God in
saying that God devised a plan
to save sinners and that plan
didn't work. My God does not
design bad plans. I will prom-
ise you this: that everyone for
whom Christ died will be in
eternity with Him. Jesus Christ
will not look out over heaven
and say, "Oh my goodness, so
and so is not here.” He will not
be sad, He will not be ringing
His hands, for the Bible says,
“"Who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of
the throne of God” (Heb.
12:2). Is there any joy in los-
ing those for whom He died
for? Certainly not, it was a
joy. The Bible tells us in Isai-
ah, “He SHALL (not he might)
see the travail of his soul and
be satisfied” (53:11) Praise
God, He willl The doctrine of

universal atonement is an in-
sult to the love of God. It
propagates the view that says
God loves everybody, but He
can’t save them. It is equat-
ing the love of God with the
love of man. And so, there is a
limited atonement.

\\III

Next, we come to the letter
I in the word TULIP. This is
the doctrine of the Irresistible
Grace of God. As I mentioned
earlier I am here by God’s
grace. I am thankful for the
power of God’s grace, that it is
able to break the stony hearts
of dead sinners and to give us
life. “You hath He quickened”,
i.e., made alive who were
dead. Can you imagine man
actually resisting the power of
God in any circumstance at
all? Does the Bible not say
that even the heart of a king
is in the hand of God and “He
turneth it whither so ever He
will” (Pr. 21:1)? Don't tell me
that God can’t overrule, that
God can’t break the heart of
flesh and bring men to Christ.
I rejoice that He can. The Bi-
ble tells us that “He doeth ac-
cording to his will in the army
of heaven, and among the in-
habitants of the earth” (Dan.
4:35). If God does according
to His will then I am certain
you will agree that He is doing
His will up and heaven; surely
you will agree with that. But
isn't He doing according to His
will upon this earth? When
people say it is God’s will to
save everyone, they are say-
ing that God is a failure, they
are denying Daniel 4:35 and
saying it is not true. I believe
it is true. I believe in a
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Sovereign Mighty God. Who
has more power, God or man?
Is God not able to convince
people to repent and believe
in Him? Does not the Bible
say (Jesus), “All that the Fa-
ther giveth me shall come to
me” (John 6:37). Doesn’t the
Bible say that? It does not
say that they might come. It
doesn’t say I hope they'l
come. They “SHALL come to
me” and those that come He
will in no wise cast them out.

So all that the Father gave
to Jesus Christ are going to
come or the Bible is a lie; it
can't be any other way.

Psa. 110:3 tells us, “Thy
people shall be willing in
the day of thy power.” First
of all this tells us that God has
a people, and these are the
elect of God that “Shall be
willing.” When shall they be
willing, when they decide to
be? “In the day of thy pow-
er.”—They will be made will-
ing by the power of God. I tell
you, the doctrine of Irresisti-
ble Grace must be true be-
cause, as we have learned,
man is totally depraved and
dead in trespasses and sins. 1
have already mentioned many
things that a dead man cannot
do, but I rejoice that when the
Holy Spirit takes the preached
gospel and applies it to the
heart, He makes them willing
to repent and believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ. God must
make you willing. Preachers,
no matter how many sad sto-
ries they tell, do not have
magical powers to draw peo-
ple to Christ. They are trying
to do God’s job. I have never
gotten anybody saved. If they
were saved, they were saved

by the power of our God. Do
you know what God does?
God made me hungry and
then He gave me the Bread of
Life. God made me thirsty,
and called me to drink from
the well of water that will nev-
er run dry, from the blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ. This is
the irresistible grace of God.

\\PII

And then lastly, we come to
the doctrine of the Persever-
ance (or Preservation) of the
Saints. There are not many
doctrines that are taught more
clearly in the Word of God
than the doctrine of the Eter-
nal Security or “once saved,
always saved.”

Now remember that I men-
tioned Arminianism is incon-
sistent? If it is man’s choice
to believe and be saved, it is
also man’s choice to unbelieve
and be lost. There was a well-
known preacher in days gone
by who wrote a book entitled
Predestinated to Hell-No! And
in that book he said that
“Predestination is like this:
you have to get saved any
way you can, and if you get
saved God has predestinated
to keep you saved”. That is
foolishness! If one is a viola-
tion of man’s free will then so
is the other one. The Bible
states, over and over again,
that we are “kept by the pow-
er of God” (1 Peter 1:5). The
Bible tells us that there is
“none that can pluck us out of
our Father’s hand” (John
10:28-29). Jesus said, “And I
shall raise them up at the last
day” (John 6:39-54). All of the
elect of God will be eternally
saved. The Bible tells us that
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there is nothing, absolutely
nothing that can separate us
from the love of God which is
in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:39). 1
can't even separate myself
from the love of God. God
loves me so much and He is
going to hold on to me, and
He is going to carry me off
into Glory either by the clods
or by the clouds and I am go-
ing to be eternally saved.

Well, I've covered these
doctrines rather quickly. I
have talked about the total
depravity of man, about the
unconditional election of God,
about the limited atonement,

about irresistible grace and
the perseverance of the
saints. That is what I believe

and am convinced that the
Word of God teaches. It
doesn’t matter what you be-
lieve, all that matters is what
does God’s Word teach? What
does it teach about the condi-
tion of man? It teaches that
they are dead in trespasses
and sins (Eph. 2:1). What
does it teach about choice? It
teaches that I am uncondition-
ally chosen by God from be-
fore the foundation of the
world. What does it teach of
atonement? It teaches that
Jesus died for His sheep and
that He died for His friends; all
that He died for will be saved.

What does it teach about irre-
sistible grace? It teaches that
none of the elect will escape
the power of God in salvation,
it teaches everlasting salva-
tion. These are our beliefs. I
hope you believe them.

You see, the thing about
doctrine is that it is always to
be adorned. If you believe
these truths live a godly life.
Don't let people accuse you of
living an ungodly life because
of the doctrines of grace, be-
cause they will. Live a godly
life. The Bible tells us to
“adorn the doctrine” (Titus
2:10). These beliefs and only
these beliefs, give all the hon-
or and all the glory unto God.
These beliefs do not give any
glory unto men. I will assure
you that when you get to
heaven there will not be a sin-
gle person patting you on the
back or giving a testimony.
No one has ever “let God” do
anything. There will be none
of that in heaven. It will be all
about what Jesus Christ did
for us. These (TULIP) beliefs
promote love for God and pro-
mote holy living. They are
plainly taught in the word of
God. I praise God that He is
sovereign in the salvation of
sinners or I would be lost and
headed for eternal hell. Q

“I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but
for them which thou hast given me; for they

are thine.”—IJohn 17:9
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ACCEPTING CHRIST

By Arthur W. Pink

(1886-1952)

hat we are about to write

is designed chiefly for
preachers, particularly the
younger ones, though it
should not be lacking in inter-
est to any who are concerned
about the proclamation Of
God's truth. To preach the
Word faithfully and profitably
is the most solemn, the most
honorous, and the most diffi-
cult task which can fall to the
present lot of any one. After
twenty years experience the
writer is conscious that he
knows nothing yet as he ought
to know, and that his best
performances need the anoint-
ing blood of Christ to cleanse
them. May writer and reader
heed, more and more, the Di-
vine injunction, "Prove all
things; hold fast that which is
good" (I Thess. 5:21).

Some evangelists are very
fond of urging their unconvert-
ed hearers to "Accept Christ"
as their personal Saviour. With
almost monotonous frequency
this phrase is constantly on
their lips. It is rare that they
employ any alternate one.
Probably the majority of our
readers have heard this ex-
pression so often that they
have mechanically endorsed it
without giving it a serious
thought. Or, perhaps, they
have heard it used by preach-
ers who were so renowned for

their orthodoxy that it never
occurred to them to challenge
it.

On the other hand, there
exist companies of professing
Christians today who take se-
rious exception to this expres-
sion. To them it savours of
"free will," implies creature
ability, and shuts out the work
of the Holy Spirit. Should they
hear a preacher making use of
this phrase they would at once
question his orthodoxy and
look upon him as an Arminian,
which is a synonym for a her-
etic. They imagine that to
speak to unconverted souls of
"accepting Christ" is to employ
language which is foreign to
Holy Writ and grossly dishon-
oring to God.

Without a desire to provoke
any controversy on the mat-
ter, but rather with the hope
of making a helpful though
brief contribution to the sub-
ject, we feel led to write a few
lines thereon. First of all, we
would press the fact that the
Gospel is to be preached to
"every creature": not only to
those who give evidence of
being among God's elect, not
simply to those who show
signs that they have been
quickened by the Spirit, but to
all men everywhere. And "the
Gospel" is both the proclama-
tion and presentation of a
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Saviour who is mighty to save.
The Gospel is that "Christ Je-
sus came into the world to
save sinners."

Second, we would point out
that there is no real rest for
any soul until the Gospel is
heartily believed. To the sinful
woman of Luke 7, Christ said,
"Thy faith hath saved thee: go
in peace" (v. 50); hers was a
personal, present, perfect sal-
vation. Just so long as an anx-
ious sinner s occupied with
himself, concerned about his
frames and feelings, looking at
his sins or his repentance of
them, he will remain a
stranger to that peace which
"passeth all understanding.”
As it is written, "Therefore be-
ing justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 5:1).
And again, "Now the God of
hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing” (Rom.
15:13).

Third, if a preacher is aware
of an anxious soul in his con-
gregation who is earnestly
longing for peace, he should
spare no pains in seeking to
be God's instrument for point-
ing that sinner to the Prince of
Peace. He should preach,
pray, and labor to that end.
He should diligently seek from
his Master a special message
for that soul, that he may be
enabled to speak "a word in
due season" (Prov. 15:23).
Spurgeon used to say, "Some
Preachers aim at nothing, and
they are very good at hitting
it." Let us aim directly at the
conscience and then at the
heart, counting on the Holy
Spirit to direct our shafts.

Now the question which is
before us for consideration

and (attempted) elucidation,
really concerns the preacher's
efforts to "win souls" (Prov.
11:30), and as to how far the
Word warrants him going to-
ward the realization of his
longings to see sinners con-
verted under his ministry. And
here, it seems to the writer,
there are two extremes to be
guarded against. On the one
hand, we Dbelieve those
preachers come short of dis-
charging their duties who rest
content with simply setting
forth in an abstract and imper-
sonal way what are termed
“the doctrines of Grace." To
say, "I have faithfully declared
all the counsel of God, and
now I must leave the results
with Him," sounds very pious,
but it leaves the way open for
several serious questions. It is
perfectly true that "results"
rest entirely with God, for He
alone, "giveth the increase"
(I Cor. 3:7). But, have we de-
clared all the counsel of God
when we have fully expounded
the "five Points" of (the Doc-
trines of Grace)? We trow not.
The preacher is something
more than a human gramo-
phone, mechanically repeating
a scripture formula.

Of the forerunner of Christ
it is said that he was "A burn-
ing and a shining light" (John
5:3). He was "the voice of one
crying in the wilderness." No
correct but cold formalist was
he. Of our Saviour it is record-
ed that, He wept over Jerusa-
lem because her children
would not come to Him. No
heartless fatalist was He. The
great apostle to the Gentiles
wrote, "Knowing therefore
the terror of the Lord, we
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persuade men" (II Cor. 5:11).
Do You do this, brother
preacher? Query: Were Paul
on earth today saying, "We
persuade men" would his or-
thodoxy be suspected? Again;
he announced, "Now then we
are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God did beseech by
us; we pray (plead) in Christ's
stead, be ye reconciled to
God" (II Cor. 5:20). Do these
methods characterize our
evangelical ministrations?
Surely we all have need to
pray earnestly for more devo-
tion to Christ, more love for
souls, more fervour and power
in preaching the Gospel.

On the other hand, we
must not allow our fervour to
run away with us. There is a
zeal which is not according to
knowledge. There is a concern
for souls which is not regulat-
ed by the Word. And this is to
be deplored just as much as a
cold and stilted preaching
which repels rather than at-
tracts. After a preacher has
delivered his message—
warned his hearers to flee
from the wrath to come,
called upon them to forsake
their evil ways, presented an
all-sufficient Saviour who is
ready and able to save all that
come to Him; what more can
he do? He should press upon
his hearers such words as,
"Repent and believe the
Gospel” (Mark 1:15). He
should remind them that God
has said, "Today if ye will
hear His voice, harden not
your hearts" (Heb. 3:7, 8). He
should warn them, "See that
yve refuse not Him that speak-
eth. For if they escaped not
who refused Him that spake
on earth, much more shall not

we escape, if we turn away
from Him that speaketh from
heaven" (Heb. 12:25).

Perhaps some will say, “All
this is very good, but is not
the preacher to press for a
decision, there and then?"
Much depends upon what is
meant by this expression. If
what is intended be, calling
upon the sinner to perform
some outward act in order to
make it evident that he is de-
sirous of being saved—inviting
him to come forward and take
the preacher's hand, kneel at
a penitent form, sign some
card, raise his hand to be
prayed for, etc.; we at once
ask, Where is the Scripture
which authorizes the preacher
to make such a demand or
request? Where do we find
that our Lord or any of His
apostles so acted? And the
answer is, Nowhere. "But
many godly preachers have
employed these methods, and
with much success." Answer:
the day to come will show
whether or not this is true; in
the meantime, we insist most
emphatically that the methods
of no preacher are any guide
or criterion for us. The Word
of God is our only court of ap-
peal.

But waiving now the matter
of any outward demonstration
on the part of a seeking sin-
ner, it is, or is it not, the re-
sponsibility of the preacher to
aim at his immediate conver-
sion? Though fully assured
that a sovereign God has ap-
pointed, from all eternity, the
very moment when each of
His elect shall be brought out
of darkness into His marvel-
ous light, yet we also believe
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that each time a servant of
Christ stands up in His name,
he should "Preach as a dying
man to dying men, as one
who never may preach again.”
It is his bounden duty to cry
out, "Boast not thyself of to-
morrow; for thou knowest not
what a day may bring
forth" (Prov. 27:1). It is part
of his God-given commission
to say to his hearers, The
Feast is spread, "Come, for all
things are now ready" (Luke
14:17). It is his privilege to
say, at any time, to any awak-
ened and anxious soul,
"Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be
saved" (Acts 16:31).

But ought he not bid the
sinner to accept Christ?" This
particular expression is not
found upon the pages of Holy
Writ, but in I Tim. 1:15 we do
have that which, virtually,
amounts to the same thing:
"This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners." So al-
so in II Corinthians 11:4 we
read, "For if he that cometh
preacheth another Jesus,
whom we have not preached,
or ye receive another spirit,
which ye have not received, or
another gospel, which ye have
not accepted, ye might well
bear with him." Personally, we
prefer to employ the language
of John 1:12, "As many as re-
ceived Him, to them gave He
the power to become the sons
of God, to them that believe
on His name." To bid sinners,
"receive" Christ is, we believe,
the preacher's solemn obliga-
tion, pointing out that "he that
believeth on Him is not con-
demned; but he that believeth
not is condemned already, be-

cause he hath not believed in
the name of the only begotten
Son of God" (John 3:18). Fur-
ther than this we do not see
that the Scriptures warrant us

in going.
The two chief aims of the
preacher should be, under

God, by means of the Scrip-
tures: first, to show the sinner
his ruined and lost condition,
the awfulness of his state, the
reality of eternal punishment,
and thus set before him his
need of the Saviour. Second,
to expose the vanity of every
creature confidence, to declare
the impossibility of salvation
by self efforts, to announce
that all his righteousnesses
are as filthy rags, to bring be-
fore him Christ as the sinner's
Only hope. His happy task is
to set before him One who is
"mighty to save," and to leave
him face to face with Him. It is
his duty to discourage and dis-
pel the sinner's dream that
the preacher can help him.
Seek to be like John the Bap-
tist. A "voice" heard, but not
seen! The preacher, as much
as any other Christian. is to
"walk by faith, not by
sight" (II Cor. 5:7). He has
the Divine assurance that,
"Let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint
not" (Gal. 6:9). On this he
should confidently rest. After
he has delivered his message
he should retire as quietly and
quickly as possible, leaving
the Holy Spirit to apply the
Word in His own sovereign
way. He should get alone with
God, and, in the name of the
Lord Jesus, plead His promise:
"So shall My Word be that
goeth forth out of My mouth:
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it shall not return unto Me

May the Lord stir up all His

void, but it shall accomplish sent servants to a more faith-

that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it" (Isa.
55:11); saying, "Do as Thou
hast said" (II Sam. 7:25).

ful,
honoring proclamation of the
Gospel of His Grace.

hearty, and Christ-

Q

From STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES,
June 1929.

There Shall Be No
Boasting Of Believers

Pastor Randy Johnson
Sovereign Grace Missionary Baptist Church
Texarkana, Texas

"For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any
man should boast. For we are
his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before or-
dained that we should walk in
them" (Eph. 2:8 - 10)

he word "boast" in verse 9

means, to vaunt or to glo-
ry. If we would read verses 8
and 10 we could clearly see
what we are not to boast of,
and that would be our salva-
tion and anything connected
to it. As believers in Jesus
Christ we actually have noth-
ing to boast about because we
were saved by God's grace
and not because of anything
of ourselves. This passage of
Scripture is probably the most
read and studied three Scrip-
tures among the people who
believe in the Sovereign Grace
of God. There is a reason for
that and that is it defines sal-
vation to the fullest of God's
grace.

Paul said in Romans 11:6,
"And if by grace, then is it no
more of works: otherwise
grace is no more grace. But if
it be of works, then is it no
more grace: otherwise work is
no more work." It must be
clearly understood that any-
thing in salvation on our part
would be an act of works. It is
clearly evident that most of
the religion side of Christianity
believe that works are neces-
sary in some way for a person
to be saved, however, it is
clearly seen here that true
Christians understand that any
works on our part is a viola-
tion of God's word. If a Chris-
tian did one simple thing,
played one simple part in their
salvation then their salvation
is void. It is clearly evident
that God saves sinners and
God alone.

God said through the Apos-
tle Paul in his letter to the Ro-
man church that "... there is a
remnant according to the
election of grace.” Romans
11:5. This remnant was cho-
sen out of God's love and not
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out of merit. People will say
that "God loves everyone in
the world" but this is a untrue
statement. People also will
say that the election of God is
for Israel only, this is also not
true. While it is true that God
elected the nation of Israel to
be His chosen nation on earth,
the choosing to salvation ex-
pands beyond the nation of
Israel to the Gentile nations.
In John 3:16 God said "For
God so loved the world" how-
ever, this is not the entire
population of the world be-
cause the scriptures also con-
clude that God did hate peo-
ple, He hated Esau, the
Psalmist also said that God
hates the workers of iniquity
"...thou hatest all workers of
iniquity" (Psa. 5:5), and that is
all who are not in the remnant
of the election of God.

Let's look at 2 Tim. 1:9
where God said "Who hath
saved us, and called us with
an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to
his own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world be-
gan." Remember, if works are
involved in the slightest then
that work voids grace. God
made clear in our text scrip-
ture that we are saved by
grace and through faith (faith
given of God and not our
faith) and therefore we have
nothing to boast of. God also
went on to say "that not of
yourselves”" in any sort of
way.

Then the Lord further says
in verse 10, "For we are his
workmanship." We are His
creation because we are what
we are by God's work and not
ours. God also said in Eph.
1:4 "According as he hath
chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world..."
This also is not Israel but
those elected in Christ before
the world began. "... which
was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began," as
Paul wrote to Timothy.

People can dispute and
fight God's word all they
want: they can laugh at it,
they can mock it, they can
also use it out of context, but
that is not going to change
the truth. It is hard for a lot of
people to accept that salvation
does not include works of
some sorts, but it does not.
Real believers in Jesus Christ
have nothing to boast of be-
cause their salvation was en-
tirely of God's grace and
works. We are (to be) thank-
ful and not boastful. We are to
be a very gracious people in
understanding God's gift of
love which God had promised
to Jesus Christ before the
world began and in time He
has delivered. Thank God you
were part of that promise of
election, "In hope of eternal
life, which God, that cannot
lie, promised before the world
began” (Titus 1:2).

Q

“We love him, because he first
loved us.”—1 John 4:19




24 September/October 2023 The Landmark Baptist
Salvation in
Christ is not
some set of
Jesus Wept! cold, insensitive
Pastor Chris Burke doctrines. Sal-
Sovereign Grace Landmark vation is a per-
Baptist Church son; Jesus
Catlettsburg, Kentucky Christ..Who has
feelings and
emotions.
Jesus  loves  Chris Burke
"Jesus wept"—John 11:35 sinners; He

he shortest verse in the

Bible (the one our children
like to memorize for Sunday
School)—but this verse is of
great importance and has very
deep meaning.

The Greek words used in
our text mean "the shedding
of tears". That is, in a quiet,
inadvertent way Jesus could
no longer contain the feelings
that were building up inside.
Unlike the hired mourners of
the day, Jesus was not bawl-
ing out loud to make an open
show before men, but He was
expressing true, heart felt
feelings and emotions.

Notice John 11:33, the
words "groaned in the spirit,
and was troubled"..these
words imply that Jesus was
struggling and fighting off the
tears. Jesus wasn't overcome
with a sudden fit of emotion,
but no doubt He had been
battling with it for some time.

This passage of scripture
shows us that Jesus has feel-
ings and emotions. He is not a
cold and insensitive Savior.

I hope our stand for truth
doesn't make that impression.
I hope that our portrayal of
Jesus isn't one of a cold and
heartless Savior!

sympathizes with our infirmi-
ties. He makes our sorrows
and heartaches His very own.
Feelings and emotions are as
much a part of Jesus as are
His sovereignty, His holiness,
His truthfulness and His other
attributes. To make Jesus out
to be an unfeeling Savior is
wrong, just as wrong as any
other error.

This passage also tells me
that God (Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit) have feelings! The
Bible teaches that God grieves
over the affairs of men.

Why should we suppose
that God has no feelings! He
created mankind in His own
image. He placed within us
feelings and emotions. Isn't
this part of the image of God?

We can understand from
this verse that weeping is a
good thing, when it is the re-
sponse to a holy emotion from
a heart of love, compassion,
and truth. It is not wrong
to express our emotions with
tears: Some Christians may
think it is wrong to cry, that it
shows a lack of faith and trust
in God, but Jesus wept! He
has all faith!

Some men may think it is
unmanly to cry—that crying is
a sign of weakness, but Jesus
wept! — and He is stronger
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than any!

Some think that crying
mars our integrity and credi-
bility as men, but Jesus wept!
He has more integrity and
credibility than any man!

Some think that crying
mars our "manly" image, but
Jesus weptl—and He is the
ideal man!

Why did Jesus weep?

We want to notice this
morning some of the possible
reasons why Jesus wept that
day:

1. Because of His love and
compassion for His people:
(Heb. 2:17-18, 4:15)

Because of His love for Laz-
arus—(as suggested in the
context (Vs. 36)). Because of
His love for Mary and Martha-
two of His dearest children.
Because of His love for His
elect; those who were among
that number that day who
were yet unsaved. There were
those who were still spiritually
dead in their sins who would
later believe because of the
great miracle (Vs.33, 43-45).
Jesus is concerned about His
chosen people before they are
saved.

2. Because of sin.

Is it possible that Jesus'
tears may have been due in
part to the plight of sin and
the awful effects and conse-
quences thereof?

First, sin causes spiritual
blindness and unbelief (2 Cor.
4:3-4): His disciples (they did-
n't understand what Jesus was
doing notice: vs. 11-16) Mar-
tha and Mary (they doubted
Jesus love and power notice:
vs. 21-22, 32, 39-40), the un-
belief of the mourners (notice:

vs. 36-38). The unbelief of His
betrayers (notice: vs. 45-46)

Secondly, sin brings sick-
ness, death, and judgment!
(Rom. 6:23, Heb. 9:27): Laza-
rus became sick and died be-
cause of sin! All men physical-
ly... perhaps Jesus wept as He
solemnly contemplated the
universal consequence of sin-
sin devastates the entire hu-
man race and all of creation
with death. Perhaps Jesus
considered the eternal conse-
quence of sin...eternal separa-
tion from God in the lake of
firel Perhaps Jesus' contem-
plated His own sufferings,
punishment, and separation
from His Father and death for
our sins!
3.Because of joy-Heb. 12:1-2.

Could Jesus' tears of sorrow
also be mingled with joy?

First, because of the mira-
cle He was about to perform:
His friend to be resurrected
back to life. His friends Mary
and Martha comforted above
measure. His lost sheep saved
because they believe the mir-
acle.

Secondly, in knowing that
through His death that was
rapidly approaching, that His
people would be fully and fi-
nally liberated from: Their sin
nature, which would one day
be totally and finally removed.
The effects of sin destroyed.
Blindness of unbelief removed
(Isa. 11:7-9). Satan, the au-
thor of sin and death, de-
stroyed forever (Heb.2:14-
15). The bondage of sin, and
suffering, and death destroyed
(Rev.21:4-5) The curse re-
moved from all creation (Rev.
22:1-5).
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Conclusion

Some Lesson's God's peo-
ple can Learn from Jesus' Ex-
ample. According to Jesus' ex-
ample, we ought to weep:
1. Because of our love and
compassion for: Our loved
one's, our brothers and sisters
and our friends and neighbors
2. We ought to weep over sin
and its miserable consequenc-
es: In our own lives, in the

lives of our neighbor, in our
communities, and our nation
3. And we ought to weep for
the joy that is set before us:
One day sin, sorrow, death-
and all that pertains to sin will
be removed forever! We will
dwell eternally in a sinless,
healthy, happy, and glorious
place in the very presence of
God! Q

The Parable of
the Vineyard

By Pastor Lewis Kiger
Memorial Heights Baptist Church
Perry, Georgia

Jesus told parables to
illustrate spiritual
truths He was seeking
to convey, but at the
same time parables
were also intended to
hide truth from the cold

-hearted mockers and
unbelievers. It may

seem odd, but Matthew Lewis Kiger

13:10-11 shows this is true.
There the disciples ask Jesus,
“"Why do you speak to them in
parables?” He answers:
“Because it has been given to
you to know the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven, but to
them it has not been given.”
Did you notice that? Jesus
specifically says that He used
parables as a means to relate
truth, but only to those who
had ears to hear.

Yet, when Jesus told the
parable of the vineyard He
wanted all His hearers to un-
derstand exactly what He
meant. Near the end of His
earthly ministry He grew less

and less tolerant of the self-
righteous and sanctimonious
deception of the religious el-
ders and this parable was
aimed directly at them. This
parable relates that Jesus was
the ultimate culmination of a
long line of men that had been
rejected and Kkilled by
the religious elite. Jesus
knew about their seeth-
ing hatred towards Him
and what their cruel in-
tentions were. He used
this parable as an in-
dictment against their
godless and treacherous
ways.

To clarify this, note what
the scribes and elders said af-
ter Jesus finished speaking the
parable. Mark 12:12, “And
they sought to lay hands on
Him, but feared the multitude,
for they knew He had spoken
the parable against them.”
They knew it. Jesus knew they
knew it. He wanted His oppo-
sition to know He was not go-
ing to be surprised when they
plotted to have Him Killed. In
fact, by conspiring against
Him, they would simply be fol-
lowing in the bloody footprints
of their fallen fathers.

Let's consider this parable
in Mark 12. There Jesus states
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that a certain man planted a
vineyard and did everything
that was necessary for it to
flourish. He erected a wall
around it to keep the animals
out who would eat its tender
leaves or fruit. He built a high
tower so that watch-men
could guard over the vineyard
to protect it from thieves. He
constructed a winepress in it,
so that when the grapes had
matured there would be a
safe place to process them.
And finally, he employed
some men to watch over and
work the vineyard as he trav-
eled abroad. These tenants
were responsible for the safe-
keeping and the welfare of
the land and, in return, they
would receive a portion of the
vineyard’s production as pay-
ment.

Years pass and the vine-
yard had ample time to grow
and flourish. The owner, still
living far away, sends one of
his servants to retrieve fruit
from the vineyard. However,
instead of giving the master
what is due, they beat the
servant and send him away
empty-handed. So, the owner
sends another servant, but
the tenants throw stones at
this servant, injuring him. Pa-
tiently, the owner sends an-
other servant, and this time
the tenants kill the servant.
The land-owner sends others,
and some of them are beaten
and others murdered.

Finally, the parable states,
the owner had one well-
beloved son. He purposes to
send his son to them, saying
they will respect him and do
him no harm. However, when
the son arrives, the workers

see him and say among
themselves, “this is the heir,
come let us kill him, and the
property will be ours.” They
seize the son, kill him and
cast his body out of the vine-
yard.

Jesus then asks what will
the land-owner do when he
comes back to his property?
He will certainly Kkill those
wicked workers and lease out
his vineyard to those whom
he can rightly depend on.

It was obvious who Jesus
was aiming at. They knew it
and so did the listening
crowd. They recognized that
Jesus was talking specifically
about the Jewish elders who
had been responsible for kill-
ing the prophets God had sent
to Israel. Biblical and secular
history relates how cruelly the
Jewish leadership had treated
the ministers of God.

Jeremiah was beaten and
cast into a muddy pit. Micah
was hit in the face. Zechariah
was stoned to death. It's like-
ly Isaiah was sawn in half.

The clear lesson of the par-
able is that God had sent His
only begotten Son, well-
beloved by the Father and
even Him the cruel elders
would kill. Rather than re-
specting and revering Jesus,
they rejected and crucified
Him. While they were respon-
sible for this horrible injustice,
it was all part of God’s plan to
redeem fallen men from their
sin and for God to turn His
eyes to the Gentiles in saving
grace.

I ask you dear reader, how
have you treated God’s Son?

svdbygrace2@roadrunner.com
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THE FIRST CHURCH
By J. B. Moody
(1838-1931)
hrist  built the Model Campbell would have been
Church as the pattern of rejected. What a blunder!
all others. Let us study its 10. They were baptized by one

characteristics.

1. The first Church was com-
posed of saved persons. After
He went to Heaven He added
the saved to the church day
by day. No six month's proba-
tion.

2. They were not only saved,
but discipled to Christ as their
leader, and Lord, as well as
Savior (John 8: 31-32).

3. They repented before they
were baptized.

4. They were convicted before
they repented.

5. They repented before they
believed—a vital order.

6. They were baptized when
they believed, and not at eight
days old, or at death.

7. They experienced conver-
sion before baptism (Acts
10:47).

8. They were baptized in wa-
ter, and not with water. They
went down into the water, and
were buried by baptism, and
then came up out of the wa-
ter.

9. They were baptized by a
Baptist preacher--"John the
Baptist," under the direction of
his Lord, as Baptist preachers
do now under the direction of
the church. If Eld. Luce had
consulted a Baptist church, A.

having authority from Heav-
en— "Sent of God to baptize."
So Baptists now have authori-
ty from Heaven, and no others
have.

11. The first church and Bap-
tist churches only have bap-
tism rightly related to repent-
ance and remission of sins.

12. Only the professedly
saved and the rightly baptized
were added to the church.
Baptists stand alone here.

13. No infants were sprinkled
or immersed.

14. The first church was com-
plete in itself. It elected an
apostle (Acts 1:26), also the
deacons (Acts 6:5), ordained
Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:1-
3; 14:27), also decided dis-
puted doctrines (Acts 15:22
and Romans 16:17), excludes
the unworthy (I Cor. 5:13 and
II Thess. 3:6), exposes false
apostles (Rev. 2: 2, and keeps
the ordinances as delivered (I
Cor. 11:2,23).

15. There was no one man in
authority (Mark 10:42).

16. There were no ruling or
presiding elders.

17. Church officers have con-
tinued the same.

18. It had discipline of its own
members (Matt. 18:17).

19. There was no appeal from
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its authority (Matt. 18:18).

20. They multiplied like Bap-
tist churches now do (Acts
9:30).

21. Like the first church they
stood for civil and religious
liberty, and for moral, doctri-
nal and ecclesiastical liberty.
The Bible must govern in the-
se.

22. The first church kept the
ordinances as delivered. Bap-
tist churches claim this as a
solemn obligation.

23. The first church was per-
secuted; so with Baptist
churches since. They have fur-
nished the martyrs.

24. The first church did not
persecute. Baptist churches
never have and never would.
25. Christ and the apostles
had the baptism of John,
which all others have repudi-
ated. Hence no others could
receive them into membership
if they should apply.

26. Such churches were to
continue to the end of the
age. No others have. As sure
as the race has continued
from Adam; and as sure as
the Jews have continued from
Abraham; and the beasts and
birds and harvests have all
continued from the begin-
nings; and as bees have con-
tinued to multiply and swarm
as at the first, and as all
things have continued from
the first, so if you accept all
these continuities and demand
proof of the continuity of
Christ's churches, I give His
almighty fiat, that the gates of
Hades, that should prevail
against all other things,
should not prevail against His
church; and if more proof is
demanded see my book. My

Church, and forty others, giv-
ing testimony From Catholics
and Protestants.

27. The first church was called
"The Church of God." So every
Baptist church is "The church
of God," as much so as every
human body is the human
body, and every Sunday
School is the Sunday School,
and every jury is the jury. The
Baptist church at Corinth was
the church of God, not a part
of it, but all of it, and none of
it elsewhere; so with every
Baptist church.

28. The first church was not a
Sectional or Denominational
church, for there were none
such for centuries after.

29. Baptist churches, like the
first, are composed of volun-
tary members, not conscripts
as baby members are. They
are all brethren, equal in au-
thority, and owing all alle-
giance and loyalty to the body
of which they are members,
like the members of a human
body. See I Cor. 12:13. The
field of all members is the
church, and all service must
be rendered to the church of
which they are members.

30. Baptist churches, like the
first, have the world for their
field. They can fulfill their mis-
sion to the world only by the
members fulfilling theirs to the
church. Preachers and mis-
sionaries at home or abroad
should be directed by the
church.

Now bear with me while I
impeach this invisible, univer-
sal church, with its three hun-
dred or more visible branches,
as an—

Immense,
aginary Imp;

immaterial, im-
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An idiotic, ignominious, illu-
sive Ilk;

An immodest, impeachable,
impracticable Imbecile;

An impetuous, implacable,
imperious Impertinence;

An impossible, impecuni-
ous, imperiling Imposter;

An incredulous, incon-
sistent, insensible Incertitude;

An impalpable, improbable,
impractical Impossibility;

An inane, inappropriate,
inconceivable Incubus;
An indefinite, injudicious,

inscrutable Insanity;

An injurious, intolerant, in-
dictable Infliction;

An indistinct indescribable,
intrusive Incantation;

An invidious, invalid, invisi-
ble Invention;

An intrusive, intrepid, en-
trenched Intrigue.

Spreading out into Shallow-
ness,

Enlarging into Littleness,
and

Increasing into Nothing-
ness.

Such a church is as far

from the church of Christ as
the Devil, and the Catholics
and the Protestants, can get
it. Think of a Greek or Roman
Catholic church! Calling white
black or black white is no
greater contradiction.

There is to be a general as-
sembly or church of the first-
born ones, after they are
gathered together, with Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, with
all the elect, at the Coming of
Christ (Heb. 12:22-23). What
a gathering that will be! That
is the Antitype. But now, as a
Sunday School is the Sunday
School, and a jury is the jury,
and a human body is the hu-

man body, and a saloon is the
saloon; so sure is a church the
church. The Antisaloon League
is not fighting a universal, in-
visible saloon, but those doing
business for the Devil on the
corners of your streets. The
church or churches of Christ
may be on back streets,
where property is cheap and
where we can retire for wor-
ship. Yet it is the only kind of
a church Christ has. The lion is
a ferocious beast, but all lions
are not one great, ferocious
beast. The danger is in the
real beast, and not in the un-
real buster. My only mother
lived at home and not at
Rome. What is your universal,
invisible bride compared to
the one that stood at my side?
What is your universal invisi-
ble wife, compared to the one
that blessed my life. Religious
sense should not be all non-
sense.

Indulge me once more.
Perhaps ninety-nine out of one
hundred use Christianity and
the Church as synonymous
and identical. The devil must
be author of this, and that
makes it so popular that many
Baptists delight to so wuse
them.

Take Catholicism, Greek
and Roman, and especially the
latter, and examine it in the
light of Scripture, history and
its pretentions. "Drunken with
the blood of saints," and "with
the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus." What is there in mor-
als or doctrine that it has not
corrupted? Take the ordinanc-
es of Jesus; also social, civil
and ecclesiastical govern-
ments. Does the devil want
them any worse? What good
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did Rome ever do or evil it
failed to do when in its power?
What would it do now to real
Christianity and to the true
church, if it could? This Chris-
tianity and this church are as
far from the original as the
devil wants them. How much
better is Protestantism than
Catholicism? Is one the great
"Whore" because she cohabits
with the kingdoms of the
world? Then Protestants are
the "Harlots" for the same
reason. Has one perverted the
ordinances? So have the oth-
ers. Does one sprinkle babies
for salvation and regenera-
tion? So do the others? Has
one persecuted the saints? So
have the others. Does one say
you need not follow original
authority and direction? So
say the others. Then coming
on down to the later and
smaller sects, such as Camp-
bellism, Mormonism, Russel-
lism, Eddyism, Universalism,
Unitarianism, plus hundreds
more, too nauseating, as Billy
Sunday says, to even think
about, and put all of these to-
gether, and you have but a
faint conception of the abomi-
nation of "Christianity " (?).

Think of such a mess as this
being also the Church of
Christ! Could He be more cru-
elly crucified? Could His Bride
be more slandered? I had ra-
ther burn at the stake than to
call this devil-devised despot-
ism and devastation by either
term. He is not only a false
witness who does it, but he is
as false as false can be. It
would be no worse to call
good evil, or Christ Belial. If
you want to see men writhe
and froth at the mouth, just
insist on the true idea of a
church, and its doctrines and
ordinances. There would be no
more toleration of this now
than there was for Christ by
the religious people of His
day.

If this is the Church of God,
please scratch my name off. If
this is Christianity, I here de-
nounce and renounce it. The
worst parts of the world are
where this Christianity (?) has
held sway. The present war is
only an item. Q
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